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India Open: Lin Chun-Yi, An Se Young clinch titles

AMIT KUMAR DAS
W New Delhi

Chinese Taipei’s Lin Chun-Yi
claimed his maiden Super 750
title in men’s singles, while
world number one An Se
Young of South Korea under-
lined her supremacy by secur-
ing the women’s singles crown
at the $950,000 India Open
here on Sunday.

The 26-year-old Lin, cur-
rently ranked 12, completed
a sharp turnaround from an
early exit at last week’s
Malaysia Open Super 1000,
powering his way to the
men’s singles title with a 21-
10, 21-18 win over third seed
Jonatan Christie in the final.

In women’s singles, top
seed and defending champi-
on An Se Young was once
again in control as she defeat-
ed China’s world number
two Wang Zhiyi 21-13, 21-11 to
claim her second title of the
season. In doubles, China’s
top-seeded women'’s pair of
Liu Shengshu and Tan Ning
secured the title with a 21-11,
21-18 victory over Japan’s fifth-
seeded Yuki Fukushima and
Sayaka Matsumoto in a 58-
minute final.

The mixed doubles
crown went to Thailand’s
third-seeded Dechapol
Puavaranukroh and
Supissara Paewsampran, who
edged Denmark’s Mathias
Christiansen and Alexandra

Boje 19-21, 25-23, 21-18.

Linvs Jonatan: Lin, who had
come close to winning a
super 750 title at China
Masters in September, arrived
in India nursing a muscle
strain sustained in Kuala
Lumpur, which had initially
made walking difficult, but
chose to compete and made

the most of the opportunity.

The left-handed shuttler
produced an attacking
game, troubling Jonatan with
his pace.

The Indonesian also failed
to negotiate the drift in the
hall as he missed his touch,
allowing the left-handed
Taiwanese to go on a

rampage, opening up an 11-5
lead and then reeling off
another seven points to run
away with the opening game.

In the second game,
Jonatan put up a better fight
and had leads of 6-4,9-7 and
18-15 but Lin was always
breathing down his neck and
wrested back the momentum

in the final stages with six
straight points to seal
the issue.

“I think I played pretty well
today. I didn’t feel much pres-
sure and [ felt like I was
playing happily,” Lin said.

“I didn’t feel very good in
Malaysia, but in India I felt
freer on court.”

The Chinese Taipei shuttler,
who comes from a farming
family, said the title had
boosted his confidence.

“I'm very happy to win my
first Super 750 title. It shows
that I can stand on my
own feet.

My goal is to be in the top
10 in the world this year.
Perseverance is the key,
whether I win or lose,” he
said. Away from badminton,
Lin said competitive video
games help him unwind.

“I like games where there

are two sides attacking
and defending each other,
like PUBG or Counter-Strike,”
he added.
AnvsWang: In the women'’s
singles final, An was never
under serious pressure as
she cruised to her 18th win in
22 meetings against China’s
Wang Zhiyi, including all
nine finals the two have
contested in 2025.

An moved effortlessly
around the court, repeated-
ly pushing Wang onto the
back foot with her control
and precision to race to a 7-

1lead before stretching it to
15-9. Wang briefly recovered
to 13-15 but An reeled off the
final six points to pocket the
opening game.

The second game followed
a similar script as An
stayed composed and builta
steady 11-7 advantage. Wang
struggled with consistency,
frequently finding the net
or missing the lines,
allowing the contest to wrap
up quickly.

“I'm really glad I won. The
last two weeks have been
very tiring, but I'm a winner
and I'm very happy,” An
said while acknowledging
the sizeable crowd. “I
know it was going to be a
difficult match, but I tried to
endure everything.”

Asked about her sustained
success, An said she remains
focused on her attacking
play. “I know every player will
try their best to beat me, but
I'll also do my best not to lose.
1 try to focus on attacking and
giving my best.”

Korea’s singles coach
Hyunil Lee said An has con-
sciously worked towards
becoming more aggressive
on court. “She wants to play
a more attacking game, so we
train accordingly. We focus
on power and weight man-
agement,” Lee said, adding
that An has also been
working with a mental
trainer. (PTI)

Zverev overcomes sluggish start

England’s Pak origin
players receive visas,
others to get soon

KUSHAN SARKAR
M New Delhi

The International Cricket
Council has stepped in to
facilitate visa formalities for
all 42 players and officials of
Pakistan origin bound for the
T20 World Cup in India.

In the England squad,
cricketers of Pakistan lineage
include spinners Adil Rashid,
Rehan Ahmed and pacer
Saqiib Mahmood.

USA will be represented by
Ali Khan and Shayan Jahangir
while the Netherlands have
Zulfigar Saqib to name a
few. Media has learned that
visas have already been
cleared for England players
Rashid, Rehan and Saqib.

Members of the
Netherlands squad have also
received theirvisas. Canada
staff member Shah Saleem
Zafar has been granted
clearance as well. Visa
arrangements are currently
underway for players and
officials of Pakistan national-
ity or origin who are part of
teams from United Arab
Emirates, the United States of
America, Italy, Bangladesh
and Canada.

For these teams, visa
appointments have already
been scheduled for early
next week, indicating that
the process is moving into its

final phase. The deadline for
visa issuance for participants
is January 31.

These clearances are seen
as an important early step,
given the diverse represen-
tation of players of Pakistani
descent across associate and
full-member nations.

The ICC exercise covers
cricketers, officials and
standby personnel across
multiple teams, underlining
the governing body’s
attempt to pre-empt any
last-minute complications
ahead of the global event.

The ICC, which is oversee-
ing the coordination process,
has remained in constant
communication with Indian
High Commissions in multi-
ple cities across continents.

The aim has been to
ensure thatvisa applications
for the remaining players
and officials are handled
efficiently and without
procedural delays.

The council has received
assurances that the pending
cases will be processed
smoothly.

With visa facilitation
progressing as planned, the
ICC believes that all partici-
pating teams will be fully
prepared from a logistical
standpoint before the
tournament gets underway
on February 7. (PTI)

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Melbourne (Australia)

Third-seeded Alexander
Zverev shrugged off a
sluggish start to power
through his first-round match
against rising star Gabriel
Diallo as the Australian Open
got underway on Sunday.

Zverev, the runner-up at
Melbourne Park last year,
slumped in the first set
against the 24-year-old
Canadian before rallying on
the back of his strong
serve to win 6-7 (7), 6-1, 6-4, 6-
2 on Rod Laver Arena. He’s
into the second round at
Melbourne Park for the 10th
straight year.

“Definitely when I saw the
draw, wasn’t too happy to be
honest,” Zverev said in an on-
court interview, speaking of
the tricky challenge present-
ed by No. 41-ranked Diallo.
“He’s very young, very talent-

ed. Unbelievably aggressive.

“First set wasn’t my best
tennis, I would say. I was
thinking, ‘can’t get worse
than that.” It got a lot better
after that for me.”

Rod Laver Opener Seventh-
seeded Jasmine Paolini beat
Aliaksandra Sasnovich 6-1, 6-

2in the opening game on the
main show court in
Melbourne. Paolini wasted
little time, and energy, taking
the first set in 27 minutes and
not much longer in the
second to wrap up her match
against Sasnovich.

“I was focused I think all

the time, so it was good,”
Paolini said. “And, yeah, it’s
not easy to play the first
match at the Slams on a big
court, but I'm happy with my
performance.”

Fellow Italian, No. 20 Flavio
Cobolli, became the first of
the seeded men'’s players to
exit the tournamentin a 7-6
(7), 6-4, 6-1 loss to British
qualifier Arthur Fery. Also,
No. 18 seed Francisco
Cerundolo beat Zhang
Zhizhen 6-3, 7-6 (0),
6-3,and No. 32 seed Corentin
Moutet held off Tristan
Schoolkate 6-4,7-6 (1), 6-3, fin-
ishing with an underarm
serve on match point.

Two of the women’s seeds
went out in the afternoon,
with Elsa Jacquemot ousting
No. 20 Marta Kostyuk 6-7 (4),
7-6 (4), 7-6 (7) and Turkish
qualifier Zeynep Sénmez
upsetting No. 11 Ekaterina
Alexandrova 7-5, 4-6, 6-4.

RCB look to continue winning run against GG

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Vadodara

On aroll, the Smriti Mandhala
— led Royal Challengers
Bengaluru will look to extend
their winning run when they
face Gujarat Giants in the
Women’s Premier League

on Monday.

Unbeaten RCB are the team
to beat in the tournament,
having registered their fourth
consecutive win on Saturday.

GG, on the other hand,
started on a bright note,
winning their first two games
before losing the next two to

USA pacer Netravalkar awaits emotional reconnect with Wankhede

BHARAT SHARMA
M New Delhi

Mumbai-born USA pacer
Saurabh Netravalkar has
visualised his full circle
moment when he takes the
field for his side’s T20 World
Cup opener against India at
the Wankhede Stadium on
February 7, a ground where it
all began for him as a crick-
eter before leaving ‘home’ for
an alternate career.

The 34-year-old played a
first-class game for Mumbai
alongside the likes of
Suryakumar Yadav and
Shardul Thakur back in 2013
but he was not able to grad-
uate to the Indian team after
representing the country in
the 2010 U-19 World Cup.

Netravalkar eventually
decided to pursue higher
studies in the United States
after getting an offer from the

reputed Cornell University
for a master’s degree in com-
puter science in 2015.
Considering the path he
chose for himself, playing
cricket again was not even a
thought in Netravalkar’s mind
but fate ensured that he
reunited with the sport that
he started playing on the
busy streets of Mumbai.
Now an integral part of the
USA squad and a star of their
2024 T20 World Cup cam-
paign, Netravalkar reckons

emotions might get the
better of him when he steps
on to the revered turf of
Wankhede. “l wouldn’t know
how I would react there. But
it is an emotional moment,
for sure. Kind of like a full
circle moment because I
started playing cricket in
Mumbai and gave up on the
sport and moved to the US
and never even expected
to play cricket again.
International (cricket) wasn’t
even a thought,” he said from

Colombo where the USA
squad is training.

“So, it’s like a second
innings, that cricket gave me
that chance and brought me
back to Mumbai. So, in that
sense, it’s nostalgic and emo-
tional, butit’s not playing on
my mind per se.” Has he
visualised playing at the
venue in front of his family
and friends?

“Kind of, yes. I wouldn’t say
in this particular way, but as
a kid, obviously, growing up
in Mumbai, I have always,
since I started playing cricket,
dreamt about playing for the
country and hopefully at
Wankhede. We've been train-
ing at Wankhede since our
under-15 days.

“Very grateful that this
opportunity has come about
whilst playing for the USA.

My family and friends will
be there.

be placed third in the
WPL table. The icing on the
cake for RCB is skipper
Mandhana’s return to form as
she struck a match-defining
96 against Delhi Capitals in
their emphatic eight-wicket
win on Saturday.

Opener Grace Harris too
has got good starts in the
four matches but failed to
convert them into big scores,
while Georgia Voll too rose
to the occasion with an
unbeaten 54. RCB boast of a
strong batting line-up in the

form of hard-hitting wicket-
keeper batter Richa Ghosh,
Nadine de Klerk, Gautami
Naik and Radha Yadav.
While RCB’s bowling unit
too is a potent force with the
likes of Lauren Bell and Sayali
Satghare providing the initial
impetus, able support is pro-
vided from spinners like
Shreyanka Patil, Prema Rawat
and Yadav. RCB would also
take confidence from their 32-
run win over GG in their first
face-off this season at Navi
Mumbai two days ago.

New Zealand clinch
series with Indore win

AMANPREET SINGH M Indore

Virat Kohli’s magnificent,
combative century, forged
with trademark resolve
under mounting pressure,
proved heartbreakingly
insufficient as India
slumped to their first-ever
bilateral ODI series defeat at
home against New Zealand,
losing the decider by 41
runs at the Holkar Stadium
here on Sunday.

Kohli’s 124 off 108 balls
was a study in controlled
aggression and steely tem-
perament. The chase master

shouldered the responsi-
bility almost single-handed-
ly, counter-punching a dis-
ciplined New Zealand attack
with crisp drives, well-
judged pulls and calculated
risks over the ropes.

As wickets tumbled regu-
larly at the other end, Kohli
dug in, refusing to let the
chase drift away, but once
he fell late in the innings,
India’s resistance finally col-
lapsed at 296 in 46 overs
while chasing a stiff 338.

The defeat not only
handed New Zealand a 2-1
series win but also marked
a historic first — India had
never before lost a home
ODI series to the Kiwis.

It was a sobering evening
for the hosts, made more
poignant by the fact that
one of their finest modern-
day batters had delivered a
near-perfect response to
adversity. Earlier, Daryl
Mitchell’s second consecu-
tive hundred and Glenn
Phillips’ blistering century
powered New Zealand to a
competitive 337 for eight
despite early jolts from
India’s pace attack. Mitchell
(137) and Phillips (106)
stitched together a 219-run
partnership for the fourth
wicket that turned the
innings on its head. Calm
and authoritative, Mitchell
anchored the stand while
Phillips provided the
momentum, allowing New
Zealand to shift gears after
a cautious start.

India were controlling
the innings at one stage,
having reduced the visitors
to 58 for three but Mitchell
and Phillips made it a
contest. Left-arm pacer
Arshdeep Singh, broughtin
for Prasidh Krishna, made
an immediate impact by

removing Henry Nicholls
(0) with a beauty in the
opening over.

Coming closer to the off-
stump, Arshdeep (3/63)
shaped the ball away to
perfection as Nicholls,
caught in two minds, with-
drew his bat late and saw
the delivery take the inside
edge and crash into the leg-
stump.

Arshdeep and fellow
seamer Harshit Rana (3/84)
hit the deck hard and
extracted just enough
movement to keep the New
Zealand batters under check

early on.

The visitors managed only
47runs in the first 10 overs,
losing both openers
cheaply. Harshit dismissed
Devon Conway (5) for the
third straight time, inducing
an edge with a back-of-a-
length delivery that was
safely taken in the slips.

Will Young (30) attempt-
ed to break the shackles
with a six over deep back-
ward point off Harshit but
the bowler had the last
laugh. Harshit broke the 53-
run stand between Young
and Mitchell when the
former cut firmly to the
right of Ravindra Jadeja at
backward point, where the
Indian all-rounder took a
comfortable catch.

Mitchell once again set
the tone for New Zealand’s
recovery by taking on
Kuldeep Yadav early,
launching the left-arm wrist-
spinner for a towering six.

In reply, India’s chase
began shakily. Rohit Sharma
fell early for 11, caught by
Kristian Clarke off Zak
Foulkes, and Shubman Gill
was dismissed for 23 by
Kyle Jamieson, leaving India
two down inside seven
overs. Kohli immediately
set about rebuilding the
innings with purpose.

Shreyas Iyer and KL Rahul
failed to provide support,
departing cheaply as India
slipped to 71 for four.

Kohli, however, remained
unflustered, rotating strike
efficiently and punishing
loose deliveries. His partner-
ship with Nitish Kumar
Reddy (53 off 57 balls)
revived India’s hopes, with
the duo adding valuable
runs through intelligent
placement rather than reck-
less hitting.
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